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The Ethics of Human Subjects  
Research With Minority Populations 

The American Journal of Public Health (AJPH) intends to publish a theme issue on the complex issues of the ethical 
treatment of human research subjects with respect to underrepresented, minority, and vulnerable populations. The goal 
of this issue is to assemble a collection of papers that explores the factors that affect the inclusion of these populations 
in research and to identify innovative strategies, solutions, and policies to achieve ethical inclusion of these populations 
in research, including clinical trials. Topical areas of interest include but are not limited to: studies examining novel 
strategies for the ethical recruitment and retention of underrepresented participants in research; how race and ethnicity 
are addressed in research (i.e., reporting and analysis of research results along racial/ethnic lines, DNA research to develop 
racially or ethnically tailored treatment plans); impact of prominent cases of research abuse on researchers’ practices, 
community attitudes, and regulatory policy in the oversight of research; training and educational efforts designed to 
strengthen the capacity of investigators, research staff, and regulators to ethically engage  minority communities in 
research; policy issues, such as the role of regulators in the oversight and support of research with underrepresented, 
minority, and vulnerable populations; challenges of cutting edge research for ethical engagement of minority populations; 
implications of cultural, social, community, and political factors on willingness to participate in research and autonomous 
decision-making about research and consideration of social impacts of research on minority communities.

All interested authors are invited to consider different categories of manuscripts as indicated on the AJPH website. All 
manuscripts will undergo the peer review process by the AJPH editors and peer referees as defined by AJPH policy. 
Manuscripts will be due to the Journal by October 12, 2012, and can be submitted at http://editorialmanager.com/ajph. 
Article guidelines and submission instructions are available at http://www.ajph.org.

Guest Editors: Sandra Crouse Quinn, PhD, Associate Dean for Public Health Initiatives Senior Associate Director, 
Maryland Center for Health Equity; Stephen B. Thomas, PhD, Professor, Department of Health Services Administration, 
Director, University of Maryland Center for Health Equity; Nancy E. Kass, ScD, Phoebe R. Berman Professor of Bioethics 
and Public Health, Berman Institute of Bioethics and Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health


